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During our expedition (1968-69) to the Sipaliwini Savanna in Southern Surinam we paid 

a visit to Pouso Tirio, an Amerindian village on the Paroe Savanna close to the Surinam-

Brazil border. 

We received a warm welcome by the Trio Indians and the local missionaries .*   

After a few days of mutual curiosity, we were able to organize a joint botanical trip 

across the nearby savanna to record Trio plant names. 

One of our staff members John Tawjoeran (second from left) made good use of his 

Caraib background by translating our questions. 

First and third from left are Trio’s from the village, on the right our fellow plant collector 

Leo Roberts. 

 

The following list is the result of a few hours botanizing. The observation skills and 

knowledge of our Trio companions were amazing. Even grasses and sedges are on the 

list. To be sure we did some double checking.  They consequently gave us the same name 

for the same species.  

 

*  Details of our visit to the Trio’s will be published on this site as part of the TRAVEL 

STORY. 
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